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Act |, scene ii
57 Blush, blush, thou lump of foul defoity

craft for the plot. The subject he took witle thllis
Van Creveld syndrome (if he did) might have had a
78 Vouchsafe, defused infection of a man withered arm from kyphotic scolisis (pressure on
Act |, scene iii the cervical nerves) from the EtN&n Creveld
246 To help thee curse that poisonous bubatkOd  skeletal deformity; or the arm could have appeared
toad withered because of the disprefion of the lorg
335And thus | clothe my naked villainy bones, the wrist being too near the elbow giving a
336 With old odd ends stolen out of holy writ withered effect.
Act ll, scene iv Neither More nor Shakespeare refers to patyda
27 Marry, they say my whe grew so fast tyly. Sixth fingers were usually removed in very
28 That he could gnaw a crust at two hours old early infancy even before the advent of modern su
29 OTwas full two years ere | could get a tooth gery. There is one point in Henry VamIll, ActV,
30 Grandam, this would have been a biting jest scene vi when King Henry tantalizingly hints at
Act lll, Scene iv something worse than newatal teeth: could this be
63 Ethat have prevailOd polydactyly or worse hypospadias (with its amorous
64 Upon my body with their hellish charms implications)?
69 Then be your eyes the witness of this ill: As well as using all the description of Richard in
70 See how | am bewitchOd; behold, mine arm Sir Thomas More, Shakpeare importantly also
71 Is like a blasted sapling, withered up makes very delicate references to a sexual bigapa
Act lll, Scene vii on RichardOs part: Ocannot prove a lover®, Owant lo
136 Your state of fortune and your due of birth majestyO, Othat am not shaped for sportive tricksO, €
117 The lineal glory of your royal house suppresses in the plays the fact (which must been
118 To the Corruption of a blemishOd stock known to hin) that Richard had had a son and makes
Act IV, scene i RichardOs ambition a delibter substute for his
54 O my accursed womb Led of death sexual deficiency,
Act IV, scene iv More does not refer to any of the foregp It is
47 From forth the kennel of thy womb hath crept ~ not in any case true. Richard tgeif was married
48 A hell-hound that doth hunt us all to death and had a son of the marriage (Edwardné&ziof
49 That dog, that had his teeth befors byes Wales K.G., born 1473, died 1484). There were three
54 Thy womb let loose, to chase us to our graves known bastards. This is interesting as botls-epi
81 That bottled spider, that foul bundiackO d toad! padias and hypospadias occur in the Eian
138By strangling thee in her accursed womb Creveld syndrome and the sexual situatidarred
by Shakespeare is not inconsistent with thesei-cond
tions.
The syndrome is carried by a mutant autosomal
recessive gene. Sir Thomas More does not make
n\mﬁmﬁm:om to heredity. Shakespeare makes several thi
could be construed as such, but equally that could
have dynastic rather than medical implioas:
Herry VI, Part 3
Act |, scene i
Such hope have all the line of John of Gaunt
OTwas my inheritance, as the earldom was
Richard Il
Act Ill, scene vii

Analysis

It will be seen that Shakespeare uses all of Sir
Thomas MoreQs writing on Richard, &figal and
dramatized. Neither More nor Shakespeare makes
any mention of heart disease, which in any case the
would not have been able to recognize. &paare
like More uses nothing that is not within the Ellis
Van Crcvelcd syndrome when writing abouthR
ardOs physical characteristics, except possibly the
withered arm. He could have been including an ErbOs
Paralysis or poliomyelitis for good effect; he might
have needed something extra that smacked ofiwitc

30

Long-Ago Lawmen DBDoherty

Finally, | decided, at least in the Onovelgi@rse  authorities, the Tribal Cocil appealed to the US
not to include any stories that 10d either listedén pr Government to take over the case.
vious articles foMRJor intend to list in pcoming A young Justice Department lawyer namedid. E
ones. Hence, excellent books likentded BrowneOs  gar Hoover had just been appointed theeauOs
Pork City (St. MartinOs, 1988), which | listed in an  Acting Director. He knew that his permanept a
article for the Chicago issue, ogften Hunter® pointment to the post higed on solving the Osage
Hot Springs(Simon and Schuster, 2000) and Stuart murders. He also knew that a career bureaucrat like
WoodsO8hiefs(Norton, 1981), both of which were  himself was unlikely to be able find that solution.
listed in an article for the Southern Mysteries issue, For that heOd needaeeer cop. He chose a former
are not hcluded, not because they donOt deserve to Texas Ranger named Tom White to be his point
be, but because elinating them was a convente man. White, the first FBI agetd earn the rank of
method for culling the list. Similarly, the aforame  Olnspector,O in turn gathered a collection of agents
tionedWhite Rabbitand Kirk MitchellO#/ith Sibe- from all over the Southwest, each of them with a
ria Comes a Chil(St. MatinOs, 1990) arenOt listed good deal of local or state law enforcement éxper
because | intend to use them for an article in the u  ence prior to etering federal service, each of them
coming San Francisco issue. with a good deal of generaldwledge about the

| freely admit thal wasnOt the least bit cetesit culture of Plains Indians (one of the agents, in fact,
here, and the restrictions on yarns mentioned in pastwas part Ute), and had them assume undercover
or future articles wasn@plied to the lists of short  roles in Osage County to ferret out the coratpirs.
stories, movies, or TV shows. Award-winning novelist Fred Grove, parsaye

So with the ground rules set, here are my choiceshimself, was, as a child, actuallggent at one of the
for the ten best historical pmovels, short stories,  murders. The case was one that haunted him, and he
films, and television programs. would eventually write three differentvelds based

on it. In my opinion best, of this OOsage TrilogyO

Novels wasDrums Without Warriors.
1.Drums Without Warriors (Doubleday, 197&)y Changing names, and telescoping time aghat,
Fred Grove. Grove tlls the story of the murder invesdiigpn

In the early to middle 1920s, the FBI, then a smallhrough the eyes of one of those undwer agents,
comparatively obscure agency of the US Justiee D Sam Colter. Perfect for the job since haadist
partment that had been operagipretty much ot grew up in Osage County, Colter hasuaned the
side of the public eye since TheodoredeweltOs role of a race horse breeder and trader to carry out
administration, was handed its first higinofile his invesigation.
case. Huge oil deposits had beenaliered in Osage Colter knows that, when an Osage dies, his or her
County, Oklahoma, and since the mineral rights in headrights pass on to his or her heirs. Hencepa fa
all of Osage County were owned by @sage Ind ily consisting of a father, a mother, and one son,
ans, a Siowspeaking Plains tribe mbering about  would each get one headright apiece. If the mother
2000, the tribe had, virtually aveght, become the  and father both died, their hdrghts woutl pass to
wealthiest population group, per capita, on the face their son, who would then become the beneficiary of
of the planet. Within a few years, as ruthless men  three headrights.
conspired to acquire the oil OhegtitsO of the © It soon becomes evident to the inveatigs that
age, they also became the most murdered populationne Osage family in particular has been plagued by
group, per capita, on the planet. Public outrage overthe murders. The surviving member of the family, a
the murdersdcused worldwide attention on the young Osage woman, hasently gotten married to
booming rural community. dsatisfied with the way a member of a prominent white family in the
these crimes were being investigatedtbiogl County. Has her family been slowly wiped out in

3
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authenticity questioned (Chambers, 1928t|&al,
1933). Sir Thomas MoreOs writings ohdit|ll

are open to charges of being political @ganda on
behalf of RichardOs enemies. They are thought by
some writers to have derived from CardinalMo
ton, another Tudor protagonist and a far from-i
partial observer. Politics were no more kindly then
than now and exerted their ioénce on almost all
those who wrote about Richard and his reign. More
describes Richard:

Richard the third sonne [of Richard, Duke of
York] of whom we now entreate, was in witte
and courage egall with either of them, in bodye
and provesse farre under them bothe [Edward
IV and George, Duke of Clarence], little of
stature, ill fetured ofitiimes, croke backed, his
left shoulder much higher than his right, hard
favoured of \8age, and such as is in states
called warlye [martial], in other menne othe
wise, he was malicious, whhtll, envious, and
from afore his birth, ever frowarde. It is for
trouth reported, that the Duches his mother
had so muche adoe in her travaile, that shee
coulde not bee delivered of hym uncutte: and
that hee came into the worlde with feete fo
warde, as mme bee borne outwarde, and (as
the fame runneth) also not untothed, whither
menne of Ared reporte above the trouthe, or
elles that nature chaunged her course in hys
beginninge, whiche in the course of his lyre
many things unnaturallye committed. None
eull captaine was hee in the warre, as to
whiche his disposicion was moretely then

for peace. Sundrye victories hade hee, and
sommetime overthrowes, but never & d
faulte as for his owne parsone, either of hard
nesse or politikerder, free was hee led of
dyspence, and sommewhat above hys power
liberall, with large giftes hee get him udste
faste frendashippee, for whiche hee was fain to
pil and spoyle in other places, and get him
stedfast hatred. Hee was close and secrete, a
deepe dissimuler, lowlyé# cownteynaunce,
arrogant of heart, outwardly coumpinable

28

[companiable] where hewardely hated, not
letting to kisse whome hee thoughte to kyll:
dispitious and cruell, not for evill will alway,
but after for amhiion and either for the surety
or increae of his positionEO

It will be seen that all the physical signs that are
included by More do occur within the EHi$an
Creveld syndrome and, equally importantly, that he
records none that do not. The characteristics of note
are:

little of stature

ill-featured of limbs

crook-backed

left shoulder much higher than right

hard fwoured of visage

not untoothed

no mental abnormality

congenital

difficult labour

prematurity

An interesting reference is that to the Duchess of
YorkOs confinement: Ofrom afdsebirth ever fo-
wardeEO. A deformed infant is one of theditions
which give rise to a breech presentation: it might be
said therefore to be an unwritterncomitant of the
syndrome. OThat she could not be delivered of him
uncutte® could well be trifaxnoever gave birth to a
baby with such a sgrome, and presumably refers
to an episiotomW in fact, Richard Ill was the D¢
ess of YorkOs eleventh child which makes antepisio
omy unlikely in her case, except perhaps for uterine
inertia in such a grand uftipara.

OAs menne bee born outwardeOO is something of
enigma. It might mean a face to pubes pretient
again unlikely with this parity and an argent in
favour of the confinement so described not being
that of the Duchess of York.

The literary pogression from Sir Thomas More
writing on Richard lll to the playKing Henry VI,
Parts 1, 2 and &dThe Tragedy of King Richard IlI
by William Shakespeare is considered to belas fo
lows (Kendall, 1955).

(1) The Continuation of HardyngOs Chelemiub-
lished in 1543 by Richard Grar. It leans heavily

Long-Ago Lawmen DBDoherty
age Comics, 2004yritten and illwstrated by Brian says Kelton, Obut was spared much of tramiaegl
Michael Bendis. viciousness that beset some othermbimwns, the

But CollinsOs novel was the first. And the best. type that invades Caprock in this story.O

3.Honor at DaybreakDoubleday, 1991y Elmer >m. Kelton suggests, the influx of Metyle vo-
Kelton lenceinto boomtowns was more the rule than the

ItOs the Roaring Twenties and oil has beendisco exception in the 1920s. Texas towns likegBoand

: : Mexia, and Oklahoma towns like @navell and (as
ered in and around the tiny town of@ock, Texas. ~ .
. . L . ; weOve seen) Osage, all suffered from it, aed all r
Business is booming in Caprock, criminal business _ " .
: : . quired drastic measures to tame them.
along with rest. Prior to the discovery of petroleum, : : .
; - A number of crime storiesave dealt withta
Sheriff Dave Buckalé»s job mostly amounted to . '
: o tempts to clean up oil boomtowns.rRaps the first
keeping a few drunken cowboys in line on a mmEam«,\mm Horace McCovsBlack Maslshort storv. OThe
night. Now heOs got a ftlkdgedcrime wave to deal y Y,

with. Brothel operators, boleggers, armed robbers, _,\_ovbmvc.v_o Umm.mn on the Hrmc:Hvaome
; town-taming activities of Texas Rangers like Frank
and dope dealers have all followed the oil specul

tors to Gprock Hamer and Manuel OLone WolfO Gonzaulids: |
And its m_u.o£ to get worse picted a detemined Texas Ranger captain who rides

. - . into a wild and wooly Texas boomtown and single
A major league mobster named OBig BoyO e
. . handedly rids it of gangsters. More recently,
Daugherty (no relation to your obedient servant) has . =
. : : Frederic BeanBkack Gold(Forge, 1997), not to be
decided that Caprock needs a single firm hand ru : x . o
oo . o . . confused with Matt BraunOs identicdtiityed novel,
ning its various criminal entprises. His hand. And also tells the story of a Ranger resisting the influx of
when he decides sahing, he has folproof way y 9 9

: . . . Eastern Mafia hoods into a 1920s boomtown.
of dealing with ayone who stands in the way of his One particular novel about gaftisting in oil
implementing that decision. P 9 g

He kills them. boomtowns, Matt BraunOsie Last Towr(St. Ma-

Sheriff Buckalew isnOt getting out of DautyDs ”_Mw:mm_womww%mm__ﬂ_um::mmﬁw_mcmﬂmmhn m&ﬂm_m_w_: om,_\o_,m\_w
way, and a year of hard combat in the trenches of ' pac y

Europe has made him pretty hard to kill. But to my heart. It ”hm__m the story of the final law e ,
. forcement assignment of the greatest peace officer of
Daugherty and his henchman represent a level of

criminality heOs never before emtered. His one the Old West, Bill Tilghman. In 1924, at the age of

. . ~ 70, he was called out of retirent to become the
deputy is not exactly reliable, and helDstant to . . :
call in the Rangers for help, seeing it as ansadoni police chef of Cromwell, Okdhoma, and drive out

that he canOt do the job he was elected fde feim w:omomm“muﬂmﬂ_%:_wm:mahww M:cmwﬂ _HM ﬁmmﬁ A._m.ﬂ_m
that, the roughand-tough style of plicing the ' 9 fEUe, 9 '

Rangers practice doesnOt sit all that well witraBuck RMM_MMM_ Www_mv?ﬁﬂ_mﬂdwﬁm_Q%M:ﬁww__m%ﬂ%w%\\,\__m
lew. Will he have to stand alone againspgters young g y

. . O settled Oklahoma Teitory, sparked my interest in
intent on taking over the town, or will his comam ) . .

. o Tilghman, who lecame the first subject | wrote
nity stand with him?

. . = about in my OJust the FactsO-trnirae column
Kelton, a sevetime winneg of the WWAOQOs Spur . my o T
: : : s which ultimately led to the publication of my first
Award, and twice winner of the title of the OGreatest ; .
book, a collection of those columns, and to my-wi

Western Writer of All TimeO in a polls of his peers ninG mv own Spur Award
conducted by WWA, basedfrock partly on his g my P : . .
. Braunalso touched on the taming of Cromwell in
own home town of Crane, Texas, a town that eéxper | . o . . .
. . : his Spurwinning multi-generational sagéhe Kin-
enced its own oil boom when k&n was a child. .
R ; L caids(Putnam, 1976But | foundHonor at Day-
OEarly Crane had its share of casoténie,O . .
break in a very close decision, to be the best of all
5
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MRJ Spring 2008 Supplement

N Cool CanadiarCrime(Winter 20034)

Heneghan, JameBhe Grave
N Religious Mysteries PartSpring 2004)

Boorman, LindaThe Giant Trunk Mystery(YA)

Bly, StepherCoyote True

Lewis. C.SThe Lion, the Witch and the Wak
robe
N Gardening MysterigFall 2004)

Burnett, Fances HodgsoiThe Secret Garden
N Murder Down UndefWinter 20045)

Collins. AlanJacobOs LaddgfA)

Cowley. JoyHunter (YA)

Hausman, Gerald and Lorettascape from Be
any Bay(YA)

Taylor, TheodoreThe Bomb
N Art MysteriegSpring 2005)

Karr, KathleenThe Seventh KnofYA)

Blyton, EnidFive Have a Mystery to Solve

Dicks, Terrancelhe Baker St. Irregulars and the
Case of the Missing Masterpieces

Dixon, Franklin W.Mystery of SmugglerOs Cove
N BibliomysteriegFall 2005)

Sutton, MargarefThe Yellow Phatom
N Mysteries Set in Italy Secorf8pring 2006)

Cowling, Douglasvivaldi (ages €B)

Konigsburg, E. [The Second Mrs. Gioconda
(ages 3)

Osborne, Mary Pop#&.acation Under the Vb
cano(ages )

Winterfield. Henry. The Mystery of the Roman
Ransom(age 68)

Ani, Midnight Magic

Barrett, TracyOn Etruscan Time

Lewis, J. Patrickhe Stolen Smile

Moss, Marissaalen

N Murder in the Far EagBummer 2006)

Chen, DaWandering Warrior

Paterson, Katherine and Peter Laridee Sign of
the ChrysanthemumiThe Mystery Behind the
StageNightingales That Weep

Whan, SteveBullets on the Bund

Whitesel, Cheryl Aylwardlue Fingers
N Academic Mysteries 1(Hall 2006)

Cook, AlanHayloft (YA)

Andrews, ValSherlock Holmes and the Gye
friars School Mystery
N The Ethnidetective Part [Summer 2007)

Belton, Sandravystery on Monroe Street

Canterbury. Patricialhe Secret of St. GabrielOs
Tower

Ernst, KathleerSecrets in the Hills: A Josefina
Mystery (2006)

Robinet, Harriet GillemMissing from Hay-
market SquareWalking to the Bus Ride Blues
Twelve Travelers, Twenty Horses
N Scandinavian Mysteri¢gall 2007)

Cadnum, MichaeRaven of the WaveBaugh-
ter of the Wind(YA)

Johnson, Lois Walfrid. (The Viking Questiss.)
Raiders From the Sea; Invisible Friend; 8sry of
the Silver Coins; Heart of Courage; The RaiderOs
Promise(YA)

Levitin, SoniaRoom in the Hear{(YA)

Gripe, MariaAgnes Cecilia; The Glass Blowers

Hendry, Frances MarQuest for Maid

Lowry, LoisNumber the Stars

McSwigan, MarieSnow Treasure

Ress, Johannd@he Upstairs Room

Torksvig, SandyitlerOs Canary

History of Medicine: ShakespeareOs Richard Ill and the

Ellis-Van Creveld Syndrome

by Catherine Aird, Detective Novelist

and R.A.C. Mcintosh, M.B., Ch.B., General
Both Sir Thomas More and William Shag-
speare, in writing about King Richard Ilesgribed a

man with signs consistent with the EiNan
Creveld Syndrome (chondiectodermal dyspkia).

26

Practitioner (retired)

Any evidence that King Richard (14821485)
himself might have sufferetbfn this sypdrome is
scanty and confusing. The likelihood that More or
Shakespeaté or bothN look as their model [to]

Long-Ago Lawmen DBDoherty
be interested in a series of novels by Charles Todd
featuring Scotlath Yard Inspector lan Rledge. Like
Madden. Rutledge is a hauntederan of trench

wrong, but one of the Scotland Yard mesigned to
the investigation, Detective Inspector Johrdiien,
isnOt so sure. But itOs 1921, the term Oderial ki
wonOt be coined for another five or stades, and warfare who, after the Great War, hairned to his
nobodyOs prepared @iéve that theyOre dealing civilian job as a policeman without quite coming to
with a madman who kills people simply because he terms with how much that war has brutalized him.

___A.mm it. Still less are ﬁ:mv\m_omqma. to Um__m.<m. that he 7.Bottled Spider(Severn, 2002) by John Gardner.
might have done it before. Or might dagain. .
When John Gardner passed away in 2007, what
As more murders occur, and pastmers are T ; :
most obituaries mentioned was his tenure as the

c:oo,\zmao__ It vmooémm clear that Madden is right. OcontinuerO of the adventures of James Bond. In fact
TheyOre dealing with more than an armed robber.
Gardner wrote more books about Bond than lan

TheyOre dealing with something they canOt really Fleming himself did

c:o_maﬁm:.o_. . - In a way, iOs too bad that his Bond novels-ove
Gumming up the works is a publicityungry @- :
lebrity cop whose high rank and wide renown is shadow so much of his other workgause, had he
y cop 9 never written a single word about 007, heOd still be

owed more to his contacts in the media than to his .
ability as a detective. He canOt stande ht the remembered as one of the cmm,H spy :o,\\m__mﬁm ever for
: his Herbie Kruger series, his OSecretO trilogy, and

center of such a higprofile case, anahsists on even his girical Boysie Oakes novels.

horning in on the investigation. g =
; = . . But spy fiction wasnOt all John Gardner wrote.
At the same tim&addenOs hunting for thelkr, Along the way he dabbled in police perals, in

life 1S starting to look like it might Um. worth living Victorian mysteries set in the world of Sherlock
again. Long years of trench warfare in France have . L
Holmes, and even in some straiglatifin.

left Madden haunted and dispirited, and wwéger . = o
potential for joy he might still have had when he was During the last few years heOd beréing an

mustered out w&s crushed when he lost hedved wﬂm_m:m“w_ mmmmw mﬂ q,_\wﬂm_@w_%ﬁ_u__%wﬂ%mﬂm_wcw%ﬁ
wife and child to disease. Now he lives for nothing y day ’ g ayoung

but the Job, until he begins a relationship with a policewoman, Detective Sergeant Suzie Mountford,

pretty young widow, a local physician heOs met in iz:o. because of the shortage of itldied men to

course of the investtion. Now he just might have Kaff the police force, is able to eblved in OrealO
something kse besides o.mﬁos_:o ciimals 1o live police work, the Osharp end,O rather than the clerical

duties to whichdmale cops tend to be relegated .
for. Soon after the book opens, sheOs specially chosen fc
This book has it all. Compelling chaters, a . Opens, P y
. ; s ; assignment to the elite Reserve Squad, better known
frightening villain, suspense, actioaprance, and

: . to the geeral public ashe OMurder Squad.O
one of the most solidly constructed plots IOve seen In Suzie®s a good cop, with the potential to be a grea

a long time. Though the reader knows who the-mu . - .
: : one, and with woman filling so many preusly
derer is &most from the start, the meticulous steps - . " . ~
. . . OmeronlyO positions while the war rages, sheOs g
taken by the police to track down the killer areifasc . : .
) : : ing to get a chance to live up to her ptitd. One of
nating, and we find aselves rooting them on. The ~ ; : .
eriod detail in ¢tally convincing, and the sense of the YardOs supstars, handsme, aristocratic D
P : y 9 tive Chief Superintendent ®mas ODandy TomO
place is strong, Livermore has spotted her, rgnized her worth
This novel created quite a buzz witdirst gp- . ’ ’
. and picked her out to mior.
peared. Though nominated for an Edgar, an A : ) . . .
thonv. and a Macavity. it failed to actually win an Her first assignment is a frightening one. She has
Y, Y y ¥ to track down Golly Goldfinch, a psyagath whoOs

awards. | think thatOs a shame. an odd srt of cross between a serial killer, murde
Readers who enjdgiver of Darknessnight also ’
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